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The storefront is the most important 
architectural feature of many 
historic commercial buildings. 

It also plays a crucial role in a store’s 
advertising and merchandising strategy to 
draw customers in to increase business. 
Wilcon Construction Services served as the 
general contractor to restore the exterior 
façade of the east storefront of the Saint 
James Opera House, featuring an eclectic 
architectural style from the late 1800s. 

The Saint James Opera House, 
originally constructed in 1890, is listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places. 
Over the years, the building housed a 
bank and retail establishments, and also 
featured an opera house on the upper floor. 
The project included the removal of the 
aluminum storefront and other materials 
that were installed during a 20th century 

modernization effort. Kingdom Builder’s 
Masonry then installed new corbeling of 
brick and mortar to match the historic style 
and color. Limestone trim was also added 
to match the existing stone trim.

Wilcon craftsmen then installed era-
correct wood framing for dramatic 16-foot 
tall storefront windows and a new wood 
entrance door. Bryan Paulsen and his 
expert design team at I & S Group of 
Mankato served as the architect for this 
successful project.

The interior remodel also included the 
addition of two raised display platforms 
in the front windows. The wood floor was 
patched with flooring material salvaged 
from other areas of the store. A local 
subcontractor completed all the interior 
and exterior painting of the newly-restored 
wood façade. 

It was an honor to be a part of this 
project that restored the historic beauty of 
the entrance to the Collage Saint James—a 
boutique gift shop—and helped to 
revitalize our community.

Saint James Opera House Storefront 
Restoration

Winter
2019

The Collage Saint James is the go-to spot for Saint James and the surrounding area to find unique, quality home décor, housewares, greeting cards, toys and 
children’s books, and a large variety of gifts.

The original brick façade was hidden underneath 
layers of stucco and wood siding for decades.
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The Minnesota Historical Society awarded $60,000 to the 
Saint James Opera House restoration project to restore 
the east storefront. The building currently houses a 

popular local boutique, the Collage Saint James. The grant was 
made possible by the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund of the 
Minnesota Clean Water, Land and 
Legacy Amendment. 

“It is exciting to see Minnesotans 
so enthusiastic about preserving 
Minnesota history for future 
generations to experience, learn and 
enjoy,” said Carolyn Veeser-Egbide, 
Grants Manager for the Minnesota 
Historical Society.

Opera House Restoration Funded by State Grant
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Here at Wilcon Construction Services, we look ahead to the 
promise that 2019 brings. We are grateful for our dedicated and 
hardworking employees, outstanding building team partners, and, 
of course, loyal clients. You are the heart and soul of Wilcon. The 
entire Wilcon team wishes you a safe and healthy holiday and a year 
ahead filled with happiness, opportunity and prosperity.

Happy Holidays from Wilcon!
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The storefront before renovations (left) and after renovations 
(above).


