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Mankato, Minnesota

J. Longs Remodel Has An Industrial Look
W hat sets the J. Longs remodel 

project apart from similar 
projects is speed. Less than 

two months after the initial call to 
Wilcon, J. Longs opened their freshly 
remodeled store on Madison Avenue in 
Mankato. 

J. Longs’ lease was set to expire on 
September 1st and they thought it was a 
good time to look for a better space for 
their retail clothing store.

Wilcon’s Bill Freitag and the Longs 
visited several locations, ultimately settling 
on the best fit for their needs—a prime 
location on hilltop Mankato’s popular 

shopping corridor. J. Longs purchased 
the building on Friday, August 4. The 
owners desired an industrial look for their 
new digs, so demolition started promptly 
with the removal of drywall, suspended 
ceilings and the old ductwork. The painter 
touched up the texture on the concrete 
T-panel and painted the new ductwork 
and exposed ceilings charcoal gray.

Display areas and five dressing rooms 
were built into the retail space. The back 
area was remodeled into offices and a 
tailor shop, while the entire interior 
received a fresh coat of paint and new 
flooring.

Industrial interior design is a growing trend 
in commercial spaces. Pendant lighting and 
wood cashier station used at J. Longs add to 
the industrial feel.
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Exterior view of the new J. Longs remodeled 
store on Madison Avenue in Mankato.
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Holiday Greetings
Many Americans would say that 2017 has been a year  

filled with both good times and challenges. 
As a business, times like these cause us to appreciate our blessings more 

than ever—our dedicated, hardworking employees, outstanding building 
team partners, and, of course, our loyal clients. You are the heart and soul of 
our company, without whom we would not exist. 

Please accept a heartfelt thank you from the entire Wilcon Construction 
Services team. May you be blessed with safe and healthy holidays and a year 
ahead filled with happiness, promise, and opportunity.

The glass windows at the front were replaced with larger aluminum 
storefront windows, and the front exterior received an Alabama 
limestone façade from Vetter Stone. To create space for signage, the 
canopy was built up with steel stud finished with EIFS and two 
decorative columns on each end.

What made the project a success was a true teamwork effort 
between Wilcon, the Longs and the experienced subcontractors who 
executed their portions of the project with excellence and expedience. 
There was little time to make key decisions before the project started, 
so the entire team needed to remain flexible and adjust their work and 
schedules as needed. 

J. Longs is a long-time Mankato retailer. For more than 30 years, 
they have been a place where men of all walks can come and get 
clothed in quality from top-tier casual brands to modern suits and 
sport coats.  

J. Longs…

The Alabama limestone used on the exterior is also used as a 
backdrop for a prominent store display area.
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