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The city of Saint James recently celebrated the opening of Great 
River Energy’s new 21,000-square-foot facility in the St. James 
Industrial Park. The ribbon cutting ceremony (pictured above) 

marked the successful conclusion of a fast-track build-out project 
completed by Wilcon Construction. The City of Saint James Economic 
Development Authority (EDA) constructed the building in 2018, 
with no solid plans of who would use the space. Great River Energy 
purchased the facility during the course of construction and quickly 
developed a plan to build-out the interior to hold vehicles and other 
equipment for their line technicians, telecommunications, and metering 
employees. Wilcon Construction was hired to manage the project, draw 
plans, take bids, and manage the contracts. 

A section of offices, bathrooms and a shower, a conference room, 
and a kitchenette inside the building provide support services for the 
Great River Energy staff. The entire building features an efficient in-floor 
heating system, along with supplemental heat to be used in cooler months. 
The truck storage area features wash bays, multiple storage areas, and a 
ventilation system in the shop area. 

When contracts for the build-out were signed in late summer 2018,  

Great River Energy Interior Build-Out Complete

Great River Energy provides coverage to two-thirds of the geographic area of Minnesota, as well as parts of Wisconsin. It is the second largest 
electric power supplier in the state and one of the largest in the country.
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the project team had a general idea of what the project would 
look like. With fall approaching rapidly, it was expedient to start 
construction before final decisions could be made by Great River 
Energy. Despite changes and upgrades being done as the work 
moved along, the original completion date was still achieved. Wilcon 
Project Manager Todd Tetzloff, the City of Saint James EDA and 
representatives for Great River Energy did an outstanding job of 
working together to successfully accomplish this goal.

The project was a success and retained four employees from 
Great River Energy’s previous location and relocated four jobs from 
their Mankato facility, with more positions anticipated in the future. 
The City was able to utilize tax incentives to make this project 
possible.

Great River Energy…
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Harnessing Light Can Lead To Happier And Healthier Homes

Today, many people are looking for ways to live healthier 
and happier, and they expect their homes and work 
environments to be part of that quest. Designers and 

architects are important in creating positive living and working 
spaces, and these experts increasingly consider light as an 
important tool to boost happiness.

Research indicates that increased exposure to light makes 
people more productive and improves their sense of well-being, 
therefore improving overall wellness. Considering that many of 
us spend up to 97% of our time indoors, it is no surprise that 
homeowners and architects alike are exploring ways to bring 
more natural light into buildings.

Gazing outside inspires a direct connection to the healthy, 

natural state that people experience when they spent most of 
their time outdoors. “The feeling of being in nature stays with 
you, even while inside looking at trees, a garden, or patio,” says 
Manny Gonzalez, FAIA, LEED AP, principal and board of 
directors at KTGY, a Los Angeles-based architecture firm. The 
more exposure to the outdoors and light, the better we feel. “All 
of these things tie into healthy living, the ability to get the sleep 
that you need, and the wellness everyone is trying to achieve,” 
explains Gonzalez.

Window styles, glazing and window coverings can all work 
together to create a functional, healthy, and inspiring light-filled 
space. Architects also take siting into account—understanding 
the land and installing windows for maximum natural light.
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