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Residential Opportunities in 
Southern Minnesota
W ilcon builds in all sectors of the residential market, but housing designed to meet the 

needs of the 50+ market is a special niche. Building energy efficient homes is another  
area in which Wilcon has focused. All Wilcon houses are built to be “green” homes, 

whether or not we take the extra step of acquiring third-party certification through LEED, Energy 
Star or Minnesota GreenStar.

Building green is the wave of the future, and Wilcon plans to be ready. However, “green 
building” is a description that is not readily understood. Sustainability expert Rob Watson hopes 

that the use of this term is on its way out.
“There are good buildings, and there are bad buildings,” says Watson. “Good buildings 

save energy, water, time and effort—but perhaps most importantly to their occupants, they 
save money. This is not a fad. The bottom line of green is black.”

Above: Cambria countertops and a tile backsplash are among the upgrades in this patio home located 
in the Cardinal Creek subdivision in southern Mankato. Right: Tile showers without doors are 
accessible and low-maintenance.

Under-cabinet lighting and spacious 
walk-in pantries are popular amenities.
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Rivers Home Achieves Bronze 
Level Certification From 
Minnesota GreenStar

Wilcon Construction has now certified three homes under the stringent Minnesota 
GreenStar program. The Minnesota GreenStar rating system is based on the home’s 
performance in five key areas: Energy Efficiency, Resource Efficiency, Indoor 
Environmental Quality, Water Conservation, and Site and Community Impact.

Top photo: In addition to a well-designed building envelope, the Rivers Home used solar 
and geothermal systems to achieve a HERS (Home Efficiency Rating System) score of 29. 
The 3,286-square-foot home is projected to use 29% of the energy that a home built to the 
standard Minnesota building code is expected to use. The owner is highly pleased with the 
actual results. They report that, “The highest electric bill we had last summer was $16, and 
one month we received a check back from Xcel Energy for $4.70.”  
Bottom (near): The stonework fireplace. Bottom (far): The geothermal unit.

Under Construction: Construction of 
the Townhomes at Fox Run started in Fall 
2013. The project includes 76 rental units 
and 10 single-level townhomes for sale.
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Freitags Earn Certified Aging-in-Place 
Specialist Designation

Bill and Kirsten Freitag are now part of a select group of professionals nationwide 
to have earned the Certified Aging-in-Place Specialist (CAPS) designation. This 
identifies them as having the skills and knowledge necessary to build or modify a 

home to meet the unique needs of the older population.
The National Association of Home Builders created the CAPS program in partnership 

with AARP and Home Innovation Research Labs. CAPS program graduates are required 
to maintain their designation by attending continuing education programs and/or 
participating in community service projects.

The purpose of this specialized training is to allow us to improve the homes we build, 
so that they are safe and comfortable places for our clients for as long as they choose to 
live there. Useful features of aging-in-place include bath and shower grab bars, kitchen 
cabinet design, countertop heights, multifunctional first floor master suites and the 
installation of private elevators.


